
Blog information: 

 Name of library / group of libraries represented by the blog – given in bold 

 Name of the blog – in italics 

 Motto, explanatory text etc given under the blog’s title 

 Presence of links to and / or from the library’s website 

 Whether it is possible to subscribe to RSS feeds 

 Metrics: 

o Number of blog posts 

o Number of comments 

o Number of illustrations, photos, graphics etc 

o Average length of post 

o Duration of blog 

 When first post written 

 When latest / most recent post written 

 Sample post 

 Blog software used 

 My comments including classification of blog type and aim of blog 

 Any SiteMeter statistics of visitor numbers 

 URL 

 Active or inactive 

 

[Last quarter is taken as running from June to August 2009.] 

 

1. Library: 

Lewisham Libraries, London Borough of Lewisham. 

 

Blog: 

Team Read 

Welcome to Team Read! 

 

No links to or from library website 



 

RSS feed subscription available: No 

 

Metrics: 

TOTAL 1 post, 3 comments, 1 illustration, average length of post 90 words. Began August 

2008. Sample (only) post: 

 

“Welcome to Team Read! 

 

This blog is for you to have your say...... what has been your favourite book this summer?..... 

did you like the prizes? ......who finished first?..... 

 

Whatever you want to say, you can write it here by posting a comment, or responding to 

someone elses comments. To do this you don't need a Google account, you just scroll down 

and click in the circle next to Anonymous. However, it would be nice if you sign what you 

have written with you're [sic] first name at least. 

 

Have fun!” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Project-specific, aimed at children’s summer reading challenge 

 

URL: http://lewishamteamread.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

 

2. Library: 

Lewisham Libraries, London Borough of Lewisham. 

 

Blog: 

http://lewishamteamread.blogspot.com/


Reference Books, etc 

List of favourite reference books for starters! 

 

No links to or from library website 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

TOTAL 8 posts, 0 comments, 4 illustrations, average length of post 348 words. Began 18th 

August 2008, most recent posting 15th September 2008.  Sample post: 

 

“Before you begin your search you need to ask yourself, do I want to buy the book or 

borrow/browse the item – remember not all books can be borrowed! Even more important, 

is the bibliographic details of the book (author, title, publication, ISBN). The more you have 

the easier it becomes, in theory, to finding the book you want. If you have the ISBN 

(International Standard Book Number), which is a unique number given to the book in terms 

of title, author, publication, edition and format (hardback, paperback, etc), the search 

becomes even easier.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Despite a promising start where several librarians contributed information-

dense posts, this blog now appears to be dormant. A k-log, repository of knowledge, plus 

filter: links to other useful references online. 

 

URL: http://referencebooksetc.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

3. Library: 

Lewisham Libraries, London Borough of Lewisham. 

 

http://referencebooksetc.blogspot.com/


Blog: 

Lewisham’s Web 2.0 blog 

 

No links to or from library website 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

TOTAL: 37 posts, 3 comments. Average length of post 159 words. 

Last quarter: 3 posts, 2 illustrations. 

Began 29th May 2008, most recent posting 15th August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“TwitterPlan lets you get local planning applications sent directly to you via a Twitter DM 

(direct message). You need to be on Twitter, then just click on the link below and follow the 

instructions. 

 

You can specify your street, neighbourhood (up to 800m), or a wider area (up to 2,000m).” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Primary use is as a training tool for library staff. Although also carries news and 

events and filter: links to useful online resources. 

 

URL: http://lewishamweb20.blogspot.com/  

 

Activity: Active 

 

4. Library: 

Newcastle Libraries 

 

Blog: 

http://lewishamweb20.blogspot.com/


Audio Download 

Newcastle Libraries Download Service 

 

Link to library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Upon attempting to return to this on 24th August 2009, the link to the blog returns a “404 

Not found” error message. Working from memory this website had begun with some 

enthusiasm and one or two comments but very quickly petered out.   

 

Blog software used: Not known; blog part of local government website. 

 

Comments: Blog inactive but links on library website show that library is now using Twitter, 

Facebook and YouTube. The library also allows users to view ebooks. Specific to one 

resource available from library: audio downloads.  

 

URL: http://community.newcastle.gov.uk/audiodownload/ 

 

Activity: Inactive. No longer available. 

 

5. Library: 

Brent Town Hall Library 

 

Blog: 

Town Hall Library Reading Group 

 

Link from library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: No 

 

Metrics: 

http://community.newcastle.gov.uk/audiodownload/


TOTAL 24 posts, 5 comments, 5 illustrations. Average length of post 201 words. 

Began 28th September 2007, latest posting 2nd March 2009.  

Sample post: 

 

“To those of you who couldn't make it, here's to let you know that we'll be reading "26a" for 

October instead of Kate Mosse's "Sepulchre" (our supplier is out of stock). Moreover, 

because of its sheer size, we decided to read "Small Island" for November.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Blog appears to be dormant now but was quite active in the year of its 

inception, 2007. Reader development, book reviews. 

 

URL: http://readingclubfriends.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

6. Library:  

Chester Library 

 

Blog: 

Chester Library Reading Group 

Welcome to the web log for Chester Library's two Reading Groups. We have two groups 

both following the same programme and meeting at the library once a month. One group 

meets on a Tuesday lunch time and the other on a Thursday evening. On this blog you can 

view the dates of upcoming meetings along with information about which books we will be 

reading. 

 

Link to the library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: No 

 

http://readingclubfriends.blogspot.com/


Metrics: 

TOTAL 7 posts, 0 comments, 1 illustration. Average length of post 122 words. 

Began 18th May 2008, latest posting 2nd August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Books chosen by reading group members – for March meeting “recommend a book” 

Girl with a pearl earring by Tracy Chevalier 

Set in 17th century Delft. The life of a maid in the household of painter Vermeer. 

The secret river by Kate Grenville 

Set in 17th century. A ferryman goes to N.S.W. Australia 

44 Scotland Street by Alexander McCall Smith  

Contemporary novel set in Edinburgh. About people who live on different levels.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Blog is used by library to post lists of books that will be or have been read at the 

monthly reading groups. Reader development. 

 

URL: http://chesterlibrarybookgroup.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

7. Library: 

Harrogate Library 

 

Blog: 

New look, No Shush – Harrogate Library Project 

 

Links to and from the library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available:  

 

http://chesterlibrarybookgroup.blogspot.com/


Metrics: 

TOTAL 29 posts. 

Last quarter: 6 posts, 0 comments, 2 illustrations. Average length of post 107 words. 

Began 12th March 2008, latest post 14th August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“The appointed contractors started work on the Victoria Avenue site in December 2008. The 

old IT suite, offices and lift shaft have all been demolished, and the old electrical and 

communication services have been removed. 

 

Work has begun to remove the glazed pyramid roof from its current position. The next 

major development will be breaking out from the existing building into the planned 

extension.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: An active blog, originally started to keep library users apprised of the 

development and refurbishment of Harrogate Library, a Carnegie library. Now the blog is 

used as a place to post general news such as reader development projects and events. 

 

URL:  http://harrogatelibraryproject.blogspot.com/ 

Visitor stats: Profile views 110. 

 

Activity: Active 

 

8. Library: 

Leicestershire Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Leicestershire Libraries 

A blog for book lovers! 

 

http://harrogatelibraryproject.blogspot.com/


Links to and from the library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 26 posts, 4 comments, 9 illustrations. Average length of post 187 words. 

Began 14th September 2007, latest post 20th August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Renowned crime author Anne Zouroudi is appearing at Ashby Library this week.  Contact 

the library to book a place  – admission FREE! 

Anne Zouroudi – author of The Messenger of Athens, The Taint of Midas & The Doctor of 

Thessaly Set in Greece. 

The novels have received excellent reviews: 

“There is a cracking plot, colourful local characters and descriptions of the hot, dry 

countryside so strong that you can almost see the heat haze and hear the cicadas.” “ 

 

Blog software used: Originally Blogger, moved to WordPress in January 2009. 

 

Comments: A very active blog. News, events and links to other websites. 

Visitor stats: 3880 hits. 

 

URL: http://leicestershirebooks.wordpress.com/ 

Previous URL: http://leicestershirebooks.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

9. Library: 

North Lincolnshire Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Read North Lincs 2008 

http://leicestershirebooks.wordpress.com/
http://leicestershirebooks.blogspot.com/


 

Links to and from the library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 9 posts, 0 comments, 0 illustrations. Average length of post 121 words. 

Began 6th March 2008, latest post 10th August 2009.  

Sample post: 

 

“We've just opened the voting form to find North Lincolnshire's favourite nursery rhyme.  

You can vote now by following the link above or clicking on "North Lincolnshire's Favourite 

Nursery Rhyme" on the left. 

Vote Now!!!!! 

We'll tell you the result on National Bookstart Day on 9 October (if you can wait that long!)” 

 

Blog software used: Not known, this blog is hosted on the council’s own website, not on a 

“free-standing” web application. 

 

Comments: News and events as well as polls on topics of interest e.g vote for your favourite 

nursery rhyme, also journal like entries regarding libraries, librarianship or local library 

events. 

 

URL: http://www.e-voice.org.uk/readnorthlincs/weblog/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

10 Library: 

St James Street Library, Walthamstow 

 

Blog: 

St James St Library Campaign 

http://www.e-voice.org.uk/readnorthlincs/weblog/


 

RSS feed subscription available: No 

 

Metrics: 

Last active quarter (May to July 2008): 8 posts, 4 comments, 0 illustrations. Average post 

length 372 words. 

Began 23rd August 2007, latest post 10th July 2008.  

Sample post: 

 

“well after months of excuses, broken promises and chasing (the latest excuse was heavy 

rain!) the consultations have finally been delivered to houses in the st james st area. The 

council refuses to ask the right questions and they refuse to extend the deadline past 18th 

July despite the fact most people only received their survey today. Rest assured we’ll stay 

on their case about this!” 

 

Blog software used: WordPress 

 

Comments: 

This blog is solely focussed on the campaign to save this library, although the campaign 

continues this blog has not been active for a year. 

 

URL: http://stjamesstlibrary.wordpress.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

11. Library: 

Merton Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Merton Libraries Blog 

A strictly unofficial blog containing thoughts loosely on the subject of Merton Libraries. 

 

http://stjamesstlibrary.wordpress.com/


RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 2 posts, 0 comments, 1 illustration. Average post length 734 words (1 post of 

1469 words and 1 post with an illustration only!). 

Began September 2008, latest post August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“This is a photograph of Wimbledon Library staff taken in the library garden in the 1930s. 

Featuring three of the Borough's Head Librarians who served over 70 years between them: 

Henry Bull seated centre 1895-1935; Miss H.F. Bishop seated right 1935-1955; W. Myson 

standing centre 1955-1965 (dates when they were head librarian)Also featuring Jack - Mr 

Bull's dog.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: This is an interesting blog in that a librarian has taken it upon themselves to 

author an unofficial blog, not endorsed by the council in which the library operates. News, 

events, journal-style reflections, links and reviews of interesting websites. 

 

URL: http://mertonlibraries.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

12. Library: 

Swansea Library 

 

Blog: 

Travels with a Bug 

Around the world with the Swansea Library Bug 

 

Links to and from the library website, and the below blog. 

http://mertonlibraries.blogspot.com/


 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

TOTAL: 15 posts, 2 comments, posts primarily illustrations with only a sentence or two of 

text. 

Began 30th July 2008, latest post 20th February 2009.  

Sample post: 

 

“Welcome to my blog, snapshots of my travels here and there, spreading my message to 

everyone I meet. I hope you enjoy my blog and get the library bug!.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Blog “written” by The Library Bug who can be seen photographed in various 

locations around the country and beyond. Reader development. 

Visitor stats: Site meter reads 236 visitors since 4th August 2008. 

 

URL: http://thelibrarybug.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

13. Library: 

Swansea libraries 

 

Blog: 

Paige Turner - Librarian  

The (semi) official blog of Swansea public libraries. 

 

Links to and from the library website, and the above blog. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

http://thelibrarybug.blogspot.com/


 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 5 posts, 3 comments, no illustrations. Average length of post 173 words. 

Began 5th December 2006, latest post 16th July 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Last week I had a day off. I travelled to a nearby market town and spent an enriching hour 

or so browsing in the local 2nd hand bookshop. Mr Turner and I spent £11 on 6 books, 

which we read in the park for an hour. we then went off into the country for lunch before 

spending another few hours sitting on a bench in the sun reading our new treasures.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Very much a reflective journal-style blog, with some news and reviews of 

events. Although very few comments, those left are genuine comments on the blog posts 

rather than updates from the blog author themselves as is usually the case.  

 

Visitor stats: Site meter reads 8139 visitors since 5th December 2006. 

 

URL: http://swansealibraries.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

14. Library: 

Sutton Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Sutlib Reader 

A (semi) official blog of Sutton Libraries. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

http://swansealibraries.blogspot.com/


Metrics: 

TOTAL: 13 posts, 5 comments, 4 illustrations. Average post length 116 words. 

Began: 9th June 2007, latest post 9th February 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Long time, nothing added, but this one is to announce the fact that Sutton Libraries are 

working through a trial period using the ChiliFresh reader review option for their iBistro 

online catalogue. Sutton Libraries are first in the UK to implement this service.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Despite an initial surge of enthusiastic posting, there is a gap between the latest 

post and the previous post of 15 months. News of library services. 

 

Visitor stats: Site meter reads 250 views. 

 

URL: http://suttonlibraries.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Inactive 

 

15 Library: 

Plymouth Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Bookstart Bear’s Blog 

My guide to books and events for under 5s and their families in Plymouth libraries. 

 

Links to and from the library website. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

http://suttonlibraries.blogspot.com/


Last quarter: 12 posts, no comments, 10 illustrations. Average post length 68 words. 

Began 3rd July 2008, latest post 18th August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Winnie the Witch is making a flying visit to National Play Day on Wednesday 5 August. 

Join her at West Hoe Park between 11am and 4pm where she’ll be holding regular 

storytimes throughout the day at the library tent.” 

 

Blog software used: WordPress 

 

Comments: The archive function has not been enabled on this blog but looking back there 

have been regular posts since its inception. This has the look of a well-maintained blog. 

Reader development for children. 

 

URL: http://plymouthbb.wordpress.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

16. Library: 

Manchester libraries 

 

Blog: 

the manchester lit list 

Literature news & events from Manchester Libraries 

 

No discernible links to and from the Manchester Libraries website.  

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 56 posts, 0 comments, approximately 1 illustration per post. Average post 

length 153 words. 

http://plymouthbb.wordpress.com/


Began 2nd October 2008, latest post 22nd August 2009.  

Sample post: 

 

“Love reading, but hate the strain on your eyes? Then check out the world of audio books. 

Not only can you enjoy them without a pair of glasses, but you can listen to them while 

driving, in the shower, and many other places a traditional book won’t go. Got a classic or 

public domain book you’ve been dying to listen to? Then visit these sites to find it and many 

other books without spending a single penny.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: This well-maintained blog has an OPAC search function as well as a regular 

podcast and a link to the libraries’ Facebook page. News of events, book reviews, 

competitions, links to and reviews of online resources. 

 

URL: http://manchesterlitlist.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

17. Library: 

Bournemouth Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Book Talk Bournemouth 

Talking about books and book groups 

 

Link to library website 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

http://manchesterlitlist.blogspot.com/


Last quarter: 21 posts, 2 comments, 84 illustrations (4 per post). Average post length 169 

words. Began 3rd July 2007, latest post 14th August 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“Ok this is the third book in the series, and in this book the subplot involving the Arnot case 

is resolved . I think it is fairly important that you read them in order as this book contains 

spoilers for the earlier ones. 

Once again I was totally hooked, and have already started the fourth. then horror or horrors 

I will have to wait for the next installment of this delightful " Midsummer" of Canada.” 

 

Blog software used: Blogger 

 

Comments: Despite being a well-maintained blog with a link to the official library website 

and there being a whole host of links on that website to information about book groups and 

reading ideas, there is no clear link to the blog from the official website. Reader 

development, book reviews.  

 

Visitor stats: Site meter reads 5750 views. 

 

URL: http://booktalkbournemouth.blogspot.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

18. Library: 

Guille Allès Library, Guernsey 

 

Blog: 

The blog 

 

Integral to library website, therefore clear links to and from the library homepage. 

 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

http://booktalkbournemouth.blogspot.com/


 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 10 posts, comments not possible, 1 illustration. Average post length 164 

words.  

Began 27th April 2007, latest post 28th August 2009.  

Sample post: 

 

“On Saturday 4 July 2009 to celebrate the launch of her book Enemy or Friend? Lyn Renouf 

Edward lead [sic] a reading and reminiscence session in the Guille-Allès Library. 

Based on real life experiences Enemy or Friend? is set in Guernsey during the Occupation, 

following the life of a child as she attempts to make sense of a complex adult world of 

anger, cruelty and war.” 

 

Blog software used: Not known, part of library’s website. 

 

Comments: There is no archive function on this blog but looking back there have been 

regular posts since its inception. This has the look of a well-maintained blog. News of 

events, signpost to library resources and stock, reader development, regular “Poets in the 

Library” signposting poetry available in the library  

 

 URL: http://www.library.gg/84.html 

 

Activity: Active 

 

19. Library: 

Public libraries across south-west England. 

 

Blog: 

What’s new on the cyberLibrary 

 

Link to cyber Library homepage but no discernible link back, even from the section of the 

homepage entitled “What’s new on the cyberLibrary.” 

http://www.library.gg/84.html


 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 3 posts, no comments, 1 illustration. Average post length: 39 words. 

Began 5th February 2007, latest post 20th July 2009. 

Sample post: 

 

“I’ve just added a couple of book review websites you may find useful 

Reading Matters – Children’s book reviews. Includes an interactive bookchooser. 

The Bookbag – An eclectic collection of book reviews covering a wide range of fiction, non-

fiction and children’s books. Added to children’s books.” 

 

Blog software used: WordPress 

 

Comments: Not a blog for one library or public library authority, from the cyberLibrary 

homepage “The cyberLibrary contains links to hundreds of websites chosen, described and 

organised by librarians from public library services across south-west England.”  Purely a 

filter, links and reviews of online resources. 

 

URL: http://cyberlibrarynews.wordpress.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

20. Library: 

Edinburgh City Libraries 

 

Blog: 

Tales of One City 

Edinburgh City Libraries Blog 

 

Links to and from library website 

http://cyberlibrarynews.wordpress.com/


 

RSS feed subscription available: Yes. 

 

Metrics: 

Last quarter: 36 posts, 2 comments, 25 illustrations, average length of post 143 words. 

Began 12th February 2009, latest posting 17th September 2009. Sample post: 

 

“Browse the web and access your e-mail – for free! 

August 17, 2009 

We’ve had free WiFi hotspots available in three libraries – Central, 

Stockbridge and MacDonald Road-  for over a month now. The hotspots have been used 

nearly 2000 times by almost 500 people.  It’s really easy to use – all you need to do is join 

the library, register to use the service, connect your device, log in and off you go.” 

 

Blog software used: WordPress 

 

Comments: Covers all of Edinburgh’s public libraries. A really well-cared-for blog with lots of 

content. Libraries also on twitter and flickr. Mostly news of events and signposting 

resources.  

 

URL: http://talesofonecity.wordpress.com/ 

 

Activity: Active 

 

http://talesofonecity.wordpress.com/

